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                   202-234-7174/lina@galatheatre.org
GALA Hispanic Theatre

presents
Momia en el closet 
The Return of Eva Perón

A woman and her country.  The untold love story. 

World premiere of a new musical
Washington, D.C. - GALA concludes its 33rd season with the most anticipated musical production of the theater season, the world premiere of Momía en el closet: The Return of Eva Perón commissioned by GALA. Music and production concept is by Mariano Vales, book by Gustavo Ott, lyrics by Vales and Ott, and choreography by Carina Losano. Directed by Mariano Caligaris, Momia en el closet: The Return of Eva Perón runs June 4 through June 28, 2009 at GALA Theatre, 3333 14th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20010. Parking is available behind the theatre at the Giant garage on Park Road for $4. 
This musical comedy, with dark historical underpinnings, follows Eva Perón through her convoluted after-life, as her perfectly preserved corpse is moved from town to town and around the world, setting off political intrigues, public uprisings, secret love-affairs, and mysterious murders. Driven by poetic lyrics and the sensual beats of tango, waltz, and salsa, the show weaves together historical fact and fiction, ultimately revealing the intense love between Evita and the working class and her mesmerizing spiritual power as Argentina’s most revered icon. Performances are Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 pm, and Sundays at 3 pm in English with Spanish surtitles. The English translation is by Heather McKay and was also commissioned by GALA. 

Press Night and Noche de GALA is Saturday, June 6, 2009 and is hosted by PEPCO.  Support for the post-performance reception is provided by the Embassy of Argentina, Americana Grocery and Rumberos Restaurant.  This production is made possible in part with generous support from the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, an agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, and in collaboration with the Embassy of Argentina.
ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Gustavo Ott was born in Caracas, Venezuela and has written more than 25 plays that have been produced in Venezuela, Spain, Italy, the United States, Peru, England, Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Costa Rica, Colombia, Brazil, Denmark, the Czech Republic, the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. Among his honors are the 1998 Tirso de Molina Award (Spain); the National Writers Circle Award for Playwriting (Venezuela); and the 2000 Caracas Theater Critics Award for 80 dientes, 4 metros y 200 kilos; the 2003 Ricardo López Aranda International Playwriting Award (Spain) for Tu ternura Molotov; the 1990 Juana Sujo Award for Playwriting (Venezuela) for I Tawt I Taw A Putty Tat; and the 1996 Lawrence S. Epstein Playwriting Award (USA).  This is his first commission by GALA, but four of his plays have been produced at GALA.

Mariano Vales has written five other musicals that have premiered in his native Argentina.  He received his masters degree in orchestral conducting from Yale University, and is currently the music director of Camerata Interamericana, an ensemble of musicians from the Washington Opera and the National Symphony.  In Washington, he has composed for the Washington Shakespeare Theater, the DC Youth Orchestra program, and American Century Theater.  Mr. Vales is the recipient of the prestigious Eduardo Gruneisen Prize for young musicians by The Mozarteum Argentino.
Carina Losano, a native of Argentina, is recognized internationally for her mastery of tango.  At GALA, she choreographed and performed in Candombe: Tango Negro, and she has performed at the Embassy of Argentina, the Organization of American States, and the Kennedy Center. Her credits include teaching Madonna tango techniques for her role in the film Evita, and co-choreographing the PEPSI commercial starring Shakira that was aired nationally. She received the Golden Obelisk Award presented by Juan Carlos Copes for her dedication to tango, was appointed a Cultural Ambassador by the Secretary of Culture of Buenos Aires in 2000, and is the official tango instructor of the Embassy of Argentina in DC.
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
Featured in the cast are Argentine artists Laura Conforte as Eva Perón and Martín Ruiz as Lanusse, and local Uruguayan singer Antonio Soto as Juan Perón.  Members of the ensemble who play a number of roles are Diego Mariani and Sebastian Vitale from Buenos Aires, Belén Oyola-Rebaza, John Hager Flores, and Michael Vitaly Sazonov from New York, and Gerald Montoya from Washington, DC. Musicians include Dana Scott on keyboard and Nelson Álvarez on percussion.  Also playing is Emmanuel Trifilio on bandoneon from Buenos Aires.
Mariano Caligaris has directed numerous musical theater productions in Buenos Aires, including Jesus Christ Superstar, Cabaret, and The Barricade at the Teatro Stella Maris, La Opera du Malandro by Chico Buarque at the Teatro II Foro, and Celebration, a musical extravaganza performed at the Teatro Bristol. Other directing credits include Macbeth, Micropibe, Rill, and Shakespirience. He studied at the Theatre de Complicite, Teatro Obstáculo de Cuba, and the Escuela de Teatro de Buenos Aires.
Set design is by Mariana Fernández, who designed sets for Agustín Lara ~ Boleros & Blues last season at GALA.  Light design is by Ayun Fedorcha, who designed La edad de la ciruela and El mejor alcalde, el rey this season at GALA, and costumes are by Martin Schnellinger, who also designed La edad de la ciruela and El mejor alcalde, el rey.  Sound design is by Matt Otto, who designed for El mejor alcalde, el rey, and Matt Rowe.  Projections are by JJ Kaczynski who recently designed for The True History of Coca-Cola in Mexico, Properties by Vicky Sussman, and Hair and Makeup by Dori Beauseigneur. Cecilia Cackley is Stage Manager. Mariana Osorio is Production Manager, Eric Lucas is Technical Director, and Hugo Medrano is Producer.

TICKET INFORMATION 
Single tickets are $34 on Thursday and Sunday and $38 on Friday and Saturday. Tickets for students, senior citizens (65+) and military are $20 (Thurs/Sun) and $26 (Fri/Sat). Additional discounts are available for groups of 10 or more.  Special Community Day Tickets on Thursday, June 4 are $10.  Tickets for Noche de GALA and Reception are $60 per individual, $110 per couple. 
FOR TICKETS:  Call (800) 494-8497, (202) 234-7174, or visit www.galatheatre.org
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Press Release

HUGO MEDRANO, PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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